
PARENT HANDBOOK
Perth Basketball Association Domestic Competition

A practical guide for parents and families

IMPORTANT

This handbook is a parent-friendly guide to the PBA 

Domestic By-Laws. It does not replace the official By-

Laws. If there is any inconsistency, the official PBA 

Domestic By-Laws take precedence.



Welcome to PBA Domestic 
Basketball

Welcome to the Perth Basketball Association (PBA) Domestic Competition. This 

handbook has been created to give parents and families a simple guide to how the 

competition operates, what to expect on game day, and the key rules and 

responsibilities that affect players and spectators.

PBA competitions are conducted under Basketball WA rules, with local modifications 

contained in the PBA Domestic By-Laws. Everyone attending a PBA competition is 

expected to follow the relevant Codes of Conduct and directions of PBA officials.

Quick Contacts

Phone +61 8 9472 8110

Email caitlin@perthredbacks.asn.au

Website perthredbacks.asn.au

Who Should I Speak to?
· Game-day issue: speak to the Court Controller while the issue is occurring.

· General team matter: speak with your coach, team manager or club.

· Complaint or protest: this must first be lodged with your club, who will then 

escalate it to the PBA Competitions Manager.

· Rule clarification: the Court Controller is the first point of contact during a match; 

unresolved matters may be referred to the Competitions Manager.



1. Competition Structure
PBA grades are based on school-year groupings and date-of-birth ranges.  Divisions 

are used within each grade, with Division 1 generally being the strongest division.

Grades
• Mixed: Year 1/2 and Year 3/4.

• Single-gender: Year 3/4, Year 5/6, Year 7/8, Year 9/10 and Year 11/12.

• Requests to play in a younger grade may only be considered on medical or 

disability grounds and must be made in writing to the Competitions Manager.

Domestic Rules Quick Reference

Grading
The first three weeks of the season are used for grading. PBA assesses team nominations and 
may move teams into the division considered most appropriate. Remaining season fixtures are 
released after grading. Club requests for post-grading division changes must be made by Week 8.

Grade
3PT 

Line
Free Throw Zone Defence Defence Withdrawl

Ring 

Height
Ball Size

Year 1/2 No Volleyball End line Not Permitted To half court - at all times 8 Foot 5

Year 3/4 (8 ft) No Volleyball End line Not Permitted To half court - at all times 8 Foot 5

Year 3/4 (10 ft) Inner Normal Not Permitted To half court when +20 10 Foot 5

Year 5/6 Inner Normal Not Permitted To half court when +20 10 Foot Boys Div 1: 6

All Others: 5

Year 7/8 Inner Normal Not Permitted To half court when +20 10 Foot
Boys Div 1: 7

All Others: 6

Year 9/10 Outer Normal Permitted To half court when +20 10 Foot
Boys: 7

Girls: 6

Year 11/12 Outer Normal Permitted To half court when +20 10 Foot
Boys: 7

Girls: 6



2. What to Expect on Game Day

Game Timing
• Regular games consist of two 20-minute halves with a running clock.

• Half time is two minutes.

• Each team has one timeout per half. Timeouts are not permitted in the final three 

minutes of a half unless that period is fully timed.

• Regular-season games can finish in a draw.

• Finals have the final three minutes fully timed. If scores are tied, three-minute fully 

timed overtime periods are played until there is a result.

Arriving and Starting the Game
A team may start with four registered players, provided the team has at least seven registered players. 

Games must commence by the 10-minute mark of the first half or the game will be deemed a forfeit. Where 

one team is ready and the other is late, two points per minute may be awarded to the team ready to play.

Scorebench
• Each team is responsible for ensuring the coach or manager confirms its players 

on the electronic scoring device before the game.

• Teams are expected to assist with scorebench duties.

• Scorers are Game Officials while performing this role and must remain impartial.

• Scorers must not dispute referee decisions or actively support either team while 

on scorebench.

• Any scoring concern must be raised with the Court Controller during the game.

• If the scoreboard and electronic scoring device differ, the electronic scoring device 

is the official score.

• Players cannot be added to the electronic scoring device after the completion of 

the first half.



3. Uniform & Player Safety

Playing Uniform
• A playing singlet must display a unique number from 00 to 99 on the front and 

back.

• Shorts must not contain pockets, zips or be turned inside out.

• Shorts must be PBA branded or approved PBA-affiliated domestic club branded.

• Board shorts, long pants/long shorts, skirts and cycling/bike shorts as the outer 

garment are not permitted.

• Players must wear suitable non-marking basketball footwear.

• Compression garments and undershirts must be skin-tight and black, white or the 

dominant colour of the playing uniform.

• All players within a team must wear matching playing tops and duplicate player 

numbers are not permitted.

Jewellery & Fingernails
Fingernails must be cut short or securely taped. Jewellery must be removed or 

securely taped before participating.

Uniform Penalties

Uniform penalties apply from Week 4. A non-compliant player may result in four game 

points being awarded to the opposition, subject to the By-Laws. Unsafe clothing or 

equipment may prevent a player from participating 



4. Junior Modified Rules

Year 1/2 and Year 3/4 (8 foot)
• The rings are lowered to 8 feet.

• Free throws are taken from the volleyball end line.

• The three-point line is disregarded.

• Scores are not displayed on the scoreboard.

• Coaches may move around the court to assist player development, but must not 

interfere with the game and must stay out of the middle third of the court lengthwise.

• After a score, rebound or dead ball, the defending team must withdraw to half 

court.

• Back-court turnovers are treated as teaching opportunities: play is stopped, the 

rule is explained and the offending team retains possession.

Mercy Rule
From Year 3/4 (10 Foot) through Year 11/12, when a team leads by 20 points or more, 

the defending team must withdraw to half court after each score, rebound or dead ball.

Zone Defence
Zone defence is not permitted up to and including Year 7/8. If a team believes the opposition is 
playing a zone, a Team or Club Official may ask the Court Controller or Referee Supervisor to assess 
the defence. Parents should not approach referees to argue that a team is playing zone defence.



5. Registration, Fill-Ins & Player 
Movement

Registration
• Players must be registered in the PBA competition before playing.

• A minimum of seven players per team must be registered prior to the season 

starting.

• A player can only be registered with one team in the PBA competition.

• Teams are responsible for ensuring all players used are eligible.

Fill-In Players
A player may fill in one grade higher than their registered grade, or within the same 

grade for Year 1/2 and Year 3/4, provided the requirements of the By-Laws are met.

• The player must fill in for the same club.

• They may only be used up to and including the team's sixth player.

• A player can fill in for a maximum of three games per season in total across one 

or more teams.

• The fill-in must be notified to and approved by the Court Controller before the 

game begins.

Restricted (WABL) Players
• Players registered for a 2026 WABL team, regardless of association, are 

considered restricted players. Train-on players at the beginning of the WABL season 

are not considered restricted.

• Division 1 teams may register up to five restricted players, with up to three from 

the highest selected WABL team for that association and age group.

• Division 2 and below may register up to two restricted players.

• Restricted players must be disclosed to the Competitions Manager before the 

season begins.

• A player who chooses to play up an age group is not considered restricted under 

this rule.

Important

Using an ineligible or illegal player can result in the game being forfeited.



6. Finals, Forfeits & Competition Points

Finals Eligibility
To be eligible for finals, a player must have played six or more regular-season games 

for that team, including grading games, subject to the detailed By-Laws.

• For a game to count, the player must be physically present, in uniform, physically 

able to play and listed on the official scoresheet.

• A bye or a game forfeited against the player's team counts as a qualifying game.

• Applications based on injury or another considered just cause must be submitted 

in writing 14 days before finals and, for injury, accompanied by the required medical 

certificate.

• Playing an unqualified player in finals results in a forfeit.

Forfeits
• A notified forfeit received 24 hours or more before tip-off does not incur a forfeit 

fine.

• An un-notified forfeit received within 24 hours, or an illegal-player forfeit, incurs an 

$85 + GST fine.

• Forfeit fines must be paid before the team's next scheduled game.

Ladder Points
Win: 3 points | Draw: 2 points | Loss: 1 point | Bye: 3 points | Forfeit win: 3 points | 

Forfeit loss: 0 points.

PBA also uses E-points. Competition points may be deducted for matters including a 

coach technical foul, disqualifying foul, player report, poor spectator behaviour or a 

Code of Conduct breach.



7. Behaviour, Referees & Spectator 
Expectations

Technical Fouls & Ejections
Players, coaches or spectators who are disqualified/ejected from a game automatically 

receive a one-game suspension for the next fixtured game. Serious matters may also 

be referred to a tribunal.

All people entering a facility where a PBA competition is being conducted are bound 

by the relevant PBA Code of Conduct. Parents and spectators play an important role 

in creating a safe environment for junior players, referees, coaches and volunteers.

Court Controller Authority
The Court Controller is the PBA official responsible for supervising domestic games. A 

Court Controller may direct a player, coach, team official, spectator, parent or official 

to leave the venue where behaviour is abusive, offensive, aggressive, disorderly or 

otherwise breaches applicable Codes of Conduct.

Directions to leave

A person who fails to comply with a lawful direction from the Court Controller to leave 

the venue will ordinarily receive a one-week suspension, in addition to any other 

penalties that may apply.

Referees
PBA is responsible for appointing referees and determining their referee status. 

Questions or concerns about officiating should be handled through the appropriate 

game-day and club processes rather than by confronting referees.

Referee development shirts

The current By-Laws supplied for this handbook do not set out separate Green Shirt 

or Intermediate Shirt interaction rules. Any additional PBA guidance on these referee 

development levels should be communicated separately or added to a future 

handbook update.



8. Feedback, Complaints & Incidents

During a Game
If something needs to be addressed during a game, it should be brought to the 

attention of the Court Controller at the time. This gives PBA the best opportunity to 

address the issue while the relevant people are present.

After a Game
· Feedback, complaints and protests must first be lodged with the respective club.

· The club may then escalate the matter to the PBA Competitions Manager.

· Complaints and protests must be in writing and received by 5:00 pm on the first 

Tuesday after the match.

· Submissions should provide a comprehensive account and identify the relevant 

teams, players/coaches and match details.

Please use the correct pathway

Parents should generally raise competition complaints through their club rather than 

contacting referees or other teams directly.



9. Photography & Filming
Filming and photography are not permitted during junior domestic competitions due to 

conditions of entry at certain venues. This applies to players, coaches, team officials, 

spectators and other attendees.

A person found filming may be asked to stop immediately and may be required to 

leave the venue. PBA may grant an exemption where required, provided affected 

teams are notified in advance and consent requirements are addressed for 

promotional or marketing use.

10. Injuries & Insurance
When an injury occurs, the Court Controller is required to complete an incident report. 

Registered players are covered by insurance provided through their annual Basketball 

WA membership fee. Unregistered players are not insured under this arrangement.

If your child is injured during a game, please make sure the Court Controller is aware 

of the injury before leaving the venue.

11. Heat & Game Abandonment
PBA competitions follow the PBA Hot Weather Guidelines Policy.

Games may be abandoned for significant misconduct, safety risks or circumstances 

outside PBA's control. Where a game can safely continue as a half-court game, the 

Court Controller may enforce that change.

· If a game outside PBA's control is abandoned before the end of the first half, it is 

deemed a 0-0 draw.

· If it is abandoned after the first half has been completed, the result at that point 

stands.



12. Parent FAQ
Can I speak to the referee about a call?
Concerns should be handled through the appropriate team official and Court Controller 

process. The handbook recommends that parents do not confront referees directly.

Can my child play if they are not registered?
No. Players must be registered before participating. Unregistered players are also not 

covered by the player insurance arrangement described in the By-Laws.

Can we film our child's game?
No. Filming and photography are not permitted during junior domestic competitions 

unless PBA has granted an exemption.

Can a player fill in for another team?
Only where the fill-in requirements are satisfied, including club, grade, player-number 

and three-game limits, and game-day approval.

How many games does my child need for finals?
Six or more qualifying games in the regular season, including grading, subject to the 

detailed finals eligibility rules.

Who do I contact if something happens during
the game?
Speak to the Court Controller at the time. Formal complaints after the game must first 

go through your club.

What happens if a spectator behaves poorly?
The Court Controller can direct a spectator to leave, an incident report may be 

submitted, E-points may be deducted, and further penalties can be imposed after 

investigation.



13. Game-Day Parent Checklist

• Player is registered and eligible.

• Correct playing top and approved pocket-free shorts.

• Jewellery removed or securely taped and fingernails safe.

• Warm-up basketball clearly marked.

• Arrive with enough time for the coach/manager to confirm players on the scoring 

device.

• Be prepared to assist with scorebench duties if required.

• Support positively from the sideline.

• Do not film or photograph junior domestic games.

• Raise immediate concerns with the Court Controller, not directly with referees or the 

opposition.

• Use your club as the first contact for formal feedback or complaints.

Official By-Laws
This handbook is intended as a quick-reference guide. Parents, coaches, team 

managers and clubs should refer to the official PBA Domestic By-Laws for the 

complete rules, definitions, procedures and penalties.

Last updated: August 2026

Effective season: 2026/27 Summer
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